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Dr. (Mrs.) Pankaj Mittal

(Former Vice-Chancellor, BPS Women University, Haryana)
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Dear Sir/Madam, ﬁ:«“—-__q{g S Lot _}_m 3 :

{\s you might be aware, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in its landmark judgment dated
1§'h A'.pl:ll, 2014 in W.P.(Civil) No. 400 of 2012 and No. 604 of 2013 acknowledged the widespread
discrimination and deprivation suffered by Transgender Community (TG) in Indian society and
ord'ered a slew of affirmative actions so as to fast-track the realization of their human rights and
mainstream the entire community which has been terribly marginalized over centuries.

The judgment has upheld transgenders’ right to decide their self-identified gender i.e. male,

the Constitution. Accordingly, you are requested to include a column for transgenders under

R‘g«\) S female or as third gender as a way of safeguarding and enforcing appropriately their rights under

gender category in all applications, forms, academic testimonials and all other relevant documents
processed and issued by your university as well as its affiliated colleges. Further, it is imperative
that TG-friendly infrastructure like washrooms, restrooms etc. is created in all HEIs so that
students of the community get adequately acclimatized without facing any fear, stigma or shame.
You wou.la agree that one effective way of dispelling the myths and secrecy enshrouding the
commumty’.s sociocultural existence is to introduce chapters / courses borrowed from authentic
ethnographic research on transgenders in curriculum at all levels of study as a mandatory
component of credits. Finally, I am sure organizing sensitization programmes and awareness
workshops for students, teachers, non-teaching staff and even parents of transgender students
would go a long way in bringing the community members in the mainstream of life.

e I request y.ou.to.dc? all it takes to ensure that the students of TG community enrolled in
s under your jurisdiction are smoothly and surely acclimatized through above and take any

other measure you may think fit. You are als ing i
r T : 0 requested to b i
ol el q ring it to the notice of the colleges
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The Vice-Chancellor,

Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur Universi '
Ravindranath Tagore Marg, - s Y é Mgéy ‘ %)
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Nagpur-440 001.
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4. The Government of India, in exercise of its power conferred under section 20(1)
of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dated 29" December 2012 entrusting UGC with
the responsibility of regulating higher education programme in open and distance
learning (ODL) mode. Consequently, Universities/ Institutions desirous of offering
any programme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC.

5. Asyou are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
Open and the Distance Education System. The envisioned role may be fulfilled by
recognizing and treating the Degrees / Diplomas/ Certificates  awarded through
distance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system of education.
Open and Distance Education System in the country is contributing a lot in expansion
of Higher Education and for achieving target of GER, without compromising on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of ODL institutions for the
purpose of promotion/ employment and pursuing higher education may prove a
deterrent to many learners and will ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and
Distance Education.

6, Accordingly, the Degrees/ Diplomas/ Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODL institutions, recognized by DEC (erstwhile) and UGC, in
conformity with UGC Notification on specification of Degrees should be treated as
equivalent to the corresponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/Certificate of the
traditiorfal Universities/ institutions in the country. :

(Vikram $afay)\M \*'
: Director(Admn)
Tel: 011 2323 0405
Email: vikramsahay7@gmail.com

Encl: As above

Copy to:

I.  Secretary, Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001.

2. Secretary, All Indian Council for Technical Education, 7" Floor, Chandra Lok
Building, Janpath, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Association of Indian Universities, ATU House, 16 Comrade Indrajit
Gupta Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi-110002.
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University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi-110 002

F. No. UGC/DEB/ 2013
Dated 14.10.2013

The Registrar/Director

Of all the Indian Universities
(Deemed, State, Central Universities/
Institutions of National importance)

Subject: Equivalence of Degrees awarded by Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) Institutions at par with Conventional Universities/ Institutions

Sir/ Madam,

There are a number of Open and Distance Learning Institutions (ODLIs) in
the country offering Degree/ Diploma/Certificate programmes through the mode of
non formal education. These comprise Open Universities, Distance Education
Institutions (either single mode or dual mode) of Central Universities, State
Universities, Deemed to be Universities, Institutions of National Importance or any
other Institution of Higher learning recognized by Central/State/Statutory
Council/Societies registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.

2, A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter F1 No- 52/2000(CPP-II)
dated May 05, 2004 (copy enclosed) mentioning that Degrees/Diplomas /
Certificates/ awarded by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent to corresponding - awards of the
traditional Universities in the country,

3. Attention is also invited to UGC circular No F1-25/93(CPP-1I) dated 28"
July 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University stream
to traditional universities/ institutions is ensured without any difficulty.
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